
LAW OFFICE OF DOROTHY A. PETERS    

4115 Blackhawk Plaza Circle #100

Danville, CA 94506

TELEPHONE:  (925)648-2003

FACSIMILE:  (925)648-2013

To: Potential New Estate Planning Client – Husband and Wife or Domestic Partners

From:  Law Office of Dorothy A. Peters
The following information is in regard to the estate planning process as a married couple or domestic partners. I am permitted to represent the both of you during the preparation of your estate planning documents as long as your interests/goals are in line with one another other.  However, because of the potential conflict of interest, I am required, by law to advise you of the potential conflict of interest and have you waive, in writing, this conflict.  Please review the following information and let me know if you have any questions or concerns.  I will require this document to be signed and returned to my office with your completed estate planning questionnaire.

WAIVER OF CONFLICT OF INTEREST – MARRIED COUPLE/DOMESTIC PARTNERS

Although you are married and generally have common legal interests and obligations, conflicts of interest may arise between the two of you with respect to various matters during or following the estate planning process, such as the character of your property (i.e., whether it is separate, community, or quasi-community property) and how to dispose of it during your lifetimes and at your deaths. Despite the possibility of potential conflicts, you have requested this firm to represent both of you with respect to your estate plan. However, if you anticipate that such conflicts would be serious, it may be better for each of you to have separate independent counsel at the outset to avoid the possibility that my advice to one of you is unduly influenced by my dual representation. Under such circumstances, one attorney ordinarily may not represent both of you.

If you decide to go forward with my dual representation of you, and one or more conflicts arise between the two of you of such a nature that it is impossible in my judgment for me to perform my obligations to each of you in accordance with this letter, I will withdraw at that time from all further dual representation of both of you and advise either or both of you to obtain independent counsel.

Finally, you have each agreed that all information that I receive from either or both of you in the course of my dual representation of you is nonconfidential between you regardless of the manner in which it is obtained (e.g., in conferences with both of you or in private telephone or personal conferences with only one of you, including any conferences that may have taken place before the date of this letter). However, this agreement would not prevent either of you from changing or revoking your will or other estate planning instruments after I have completed your estate plan, without the knowledge or consent of the other.

My agreement to provide estate planning services to you is conditioned upon the understanding that I am free to provide legal services to any clients (including your adversaries) and take positions adverse to you in any matters (whether involving the same substantive area(s) of law for which you have retained me or some other unrelated area(s), and whether involving transactions, counseling, litigation, or otherwise) that are not substantially related to your estate plan or other matters for which you may hereafter retain me. In this connection, you should be aware that I provide services on a wide variety of legal subjects, to a large number of clients. (A summary of my current practice areas and the industries in which I represent clients can be found on my website at dorothyapeterslaw.com. You acknowledge that you have had the opportunity to consult with other counsel about the consequences of this waiver.

If you agree that, because of the limited scope of my representation, I am free to represent clients or take positions that might be adverse to you in matters that are not substantially related to your estate plan and if you agree to the terms of my dual representation of you, please sign and date the enclosed copy of this letter and return it to me along with your completed questionnaire so as not to impede the commencement of my work on your behalf.

APPROVED AND AGREED TO:

Date: __________________, 2021

By: 
_______________________________








Signature








_______________________________








Printed Name

Date: __________________, 2021

By: 
_______________________________








Signature








_______________________________








Printed Name

Danville Office:

4115 Blackhawk Plaza Circle #100
Danville, California  94506
(925) 648-2003
FAX: (925) 648-2013

